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       Co-Principal or Student Investigator Signature

       Date

ABSTRACT: This qualitative study will introduce eighth grade English students at Blythe Middle School (in Blythe, California) to William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream through a careful exploration of visual art inspired from the play.  Students will speak, write, and create their own art projects, and their experiences and example work will be included as anecdotal evidence in a National Conference for Teachers of English (NCTE) presentation and also in my dissertation writing towards my doctorate in English Education through the English department at WMU.

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  As Shakespeare pedagogical practice over the past several years has embraced incorporating performance-based approaches (teaching the plays as scripts to be performed) alongside more traditional reading-based approaches (teaching the plays as texts to be read), students are increasingly experiencing plays more and more as actors, directors, costume designers, and other theater professionals.   Such considerations – made possible by experiencing the plays through the lens of dramatic art – are revolutionizing how teachers and students think about the plays.  

There is also an established tradition of creative engagement with Shakespeare's plays, though, through visual art that oftentimes remains overlooked in English classrooms.  Many visual artists – from line artists like Arthur Rackham to painters such as Henry Fuseli, Benjamin West and others – have transformed Shakespeare's imagery into their own on the canvas; Shakespeare's plays have been turned into drawings, paintings, children's picture books, comic books, and a host of other graphical art forms.   These rich works of art, much like a critical essay or a performance, offer a glimpse into how their respective artists read the plays.  And analyzing these paintings and drawings, much like reading a critical essay or attending a performance, offer students rich opportunities to gain new perspective into another dimension of literary interpretation.   

Alongside exploring what others have done, students can also join in this long creative tradition and create their own visual art projects.  Transforming Shakespeare’s imagery into their own paintings, drawings, and sketches requires a deep engagement with and careful reading of Shakespeare’s script, much like a traditional essay or performance project calls for.  Many students, talented in sketching and visual art, have limited, if any, opportunity for demonstrating such ability in the English classroom; visual arts projects offer another dimension for reaching visual and kinesthetic learners in the English classroom.  Further, synthesizing and evaluating the plays, important higher order thinking skills, encourage deeper, more insightful experiences with the plays.

SUBJECT RECRUITMENT:  Subjects will be students from Blythe Middle School enrolled in Language Arts classes with Mr. Joseph Haughey.

INFORMED CONSENT PROCESS:  The researcher will take care to fulfill all the requirement of Western Michigan University’s Human Subject Review Board (HSRB). Students will be told in class about my research and writing and will be invited  to have their experiences and work included in my writing.  I will also send a letter home with students that outlines the project informally and asks for both parent and student consent to participate in the project.  I will make it clear to students in class and to parents in the letter that students will NOT be penalized for choosing to not have their experiences included in my work.  Parents and students will be notified (told in class and in the consent document) that they may withdraw their permission at any time during or after the study as well.

RESEARCH PROCEDURE: Students will participate in regular classroom activities just as they would were this not a research project.  The research element of the unit will not affect students or daily classroom practices.  I can submit detailed lesson plans and writing prompts upon request.

METHODOLOGY: Students will be participating in regular classroom activities.  Following the unit, I will prepare a presentation for the NCTE Fall conference in November.  Following that conference, I will then re-draft my writing for inclusion in my dissertation.

RISKS AND COSTS TO AND PROTECTIONS FOR SUBJECTS:  There are no known risks/discomforts associated with participating in this study.

BENEFITS OF RESEARCH:  Sharing my presentation and ideas will benefit other teachers and future students because it will offer differentiated approaches based on visual learning styles that will help more teachers and students be successful in teaching and learning about Shakespeare.

CONFIDENTIALITY OF DATA:  Students mentioned in my writing will be given pseudonyms to maintain their confidentiality.  Should any experience or artwork in the classroom indicate a specific student's identity, I will adapt that information in my writing so that student confidentiality will be maintained.  All original student work will be returned to the students.  Any copies of work that I make will be stored in a locked filing cabinet in my classroom.

APPENDICES:  Attached is the parent letter that I will send home with students prior to the unit.

Dear Parents and Students,


I am writing to you today to ask your permission to present a talk later in the year on our class's work, and also eventually to include the experiences in the writing of my dissertation towards my doctoral degree through Western Michigan University.  At Back to School Night, I shared some of my enthusiasm for teaching Shakespeare and particularly his most magical play, A Midsummer Night's Dream.  This is my favorite of all of Shakespeare's plays, and I'm very excited to have the opportunity to share it with my students.  I've taught the play several times in the past, but am particularly excited about this  round of teaching the play because I am using a slightly different approach than I've used in the past.  


Early in the year, back in winter, I spent several weeks preparing a new unit plan for the play based on using visual art as a mechanism for “seeing” the play. As part of my readings, I had found a great deal of paintings from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries inspired from several of Shakespeare's plays, particularly A Midsummer Night's Dream.  That got me thinking a bit about that particular play and its relationship to art over the centuries, and gave me some insight into a new way to teach the play.  I really wanted to be able to share with my students what I had learned about the play and about art from my readings.  I spent several weeks doing further research, and put together a unit that explores the play in the context of those paintings, examining how these artists (and those from other centuries too) commented on the play much as a scholarly critic might write an essay about the play.  I think it is important that students are exposed to a wide variety of responses to literature, and that exposure to such paintings can help broaden their understanding of the play and its contexts.


I am extremely excited now to have the opportunity to teach this unit to my students.  I am so excited, in fact, that I am planning to write a paper following the unit and present my ideas to other English teachers in November at the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) conference in San Antonio.  
Following that presentation, I plan to develop my writing further and eventually publish some of my experiences with this unit as part of my dissertation.  I'd like to  include references to our class's experiences in the presentation and writing, and also to include examples of student work in both the presentation and later writing.  


Student confidentiality, though, will be maintained.  I will change any names that I mention in the presentation or writing, and make certain that nothing in my work could potentially identify any 

student.  Individual student identities will remain entirely confidential.  Ensuring the confidentiality of data is the norm in research.  Student names will not be used in the dissertation dissemination process.


If I have your permission to include your students' classroom experiences and examples in my work, please sign and return this letter as soon as possible.  Students will NOT be penalized if you choose not to give this permission.  If a student or parent chooses not to give this permission, students will still do the same work in class, as they would normally, but I will not include those experiences or examples in my later work.  Further, if a parent or student gives this permission and then changes his or her mind, that parent or student may withdraw this permission at any time during or after the study.  Should this happen, simply let me know and I will not include your students' classroom experiences and examples in my work; students will NOT be penalized in any way should they choose later to withdraw this permission.


If you have any questions about this study, please contact me, Joseph Haughey, at (760) 921-8258 (home) or (760) 636-8329 (cell) or via email at joseph.p.haugey@gmail.com.  You may also contact the Chair of The Western Michigan University Human Subjects Institutional Review Board at (269) 387-8293 or via email at hsirb@wmich.edu, or the Vice President for Research at Western Michigan University at (269) 387-8298 if any questions or issues arise during the course of the study.


This consent document has been approved for use by the researcher for one year by the Human Subjects Institutional Review Board (HSIRB) as indicated by the stamped date and signature of the board chair in the upper right corner.  Do not participate in the study if the stamped date is older than one year.










Best,










Joseph Haughey

_______________________________       ____________________________

                Parent/Guardian



           Date

_______________________________       ____________________________

                      Student



           Date

