Regret

My biggest regret is listening to my parents. I have a list from when I was twenty of all the places I wanted to go. Istanbul, Bangkok, Cairo, Estonia, Naples, any many, many more. In college and grad school, my parents said I should save my money and travel when I’m more financially stable. They said everywhere I wanted to go would still be there in twenty years.
They were wrong.
[bookmark: _Int_8daXD0O4][bookmark: _Int_ez8f6Uuj]Ten years ago, I watched Naples completely flood on Instagram. At first, I thought it was AI. Everything is AI nowadays. But Naples sinking was not. There’s one place I can’t cross off that list.
[bookmark: _Int_9cK2KF9r][bookmark: _Int_dcpw1iKk][bookmark: _Int_J6zrSBoh]The Nile flooded too. Cairo is gone. They do helicopter tours now that fly over the pyramids, the tops of which still stick out of the water. A lot of the new city still sticks out of the water too. Five million people died the first time the city flooded. The water keeps rising. About 500,000 people still live in the tops of skyscrapers. The Red Cross sends supplies to them once every other month.
[bookmark: _Int_qBOQbtIJ]Turkey was forced into the frivolous war that the U.S. stated in 2026. My husband was deployed to that war a few years after we got married. He died of heat stroke while overseas, leaving me alone with Mr. Todd, the cat. The government is supposed to pay me since my husband died in combat. That’s what they promised anyway. Mr. Todd and I haven’t seen a cent from the government. Actually, I pay more in taxes now.
There’s a travel warning for Thailand because of the increased heat and humidity. Two million people died in that region from climate related health complications last year. The humidity is causing people to drown while being above water.
Last year, my dad died of a new type of cancer caused by the increased greenhouse gases. Mr. Todd and I moved in with my mom. Mr. Todd likes to watch the rain collect in our barrel outside. It’s not enough water for us to only use what we collect, but it reduces our water bill, so we bring the water inside after it rains.
[bookmark: _Int_YqbIB550]At night, I think about all the places I could have gone when I was younger. I tell Mr. Todd about my trips to Ireland and Switzerland and Italy. I tell him how I wished I didn’t listen to my parents. I could have seen the world before it was destroyed.
Maybe there’s still a chance to see Estonia.
